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Saving lives

Mayor’s Report: New fire station makes lasting impression

GCPD Check-In brings peace of mind

Food and fun: 
BBQ Festival 
April 22
Ready for some barbecue? 

The final countdown for the 
2017 Goose Creek BBQ Festi-
val is underway. The festival 
takes place on Saturday, April 
22 at the Municipal Center. 
You’re invited to this free 

The popular Spring Concert Series was a big 
hit last year, and 2017’s line-up has Goose Creek 
music fans ready to dance.  The free concerts 
will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. on April 28, May 
12 and May 26 at Crowfield Golf Club in Goose 
Creek.  Call (843) 569-4242 for more details.

A unique program offered by the Goose Creek 
Police Department is giving residents an added 
sense of security. It’s also saving lives.
The department’s Citizen Check-In Program 

began last year. To take part, residents must 
either be over the age of 65, or have a mental or 
physical condition that puts them at risk. If they 

The City of Goose Creek Com-
mand Headquarter Fire Station is 
set to open on a slight rise at the 
head of Button Hall Avenue near 
the commercial center of the city. 
The large, commanding structure 
houses the finest firefighters with 
the latest equipment and fire sup-

pression capacities in Carolina, and 
is designed to serve Goose Creek 
for 50 years. 
While the impressive architec-

tural ambiance will influence and 
dominate the future development 
of the commercial center of Goose 
Creek, the dynamic brick porti-

cos and airy archways calls back 
hundreds of years to a time when 
Goose Creek rice planters domi-
nated Carolina. Captain Thomas 
Barker Jr. and his young bride 
Rebecca Moore built their home on

GCPD Lead Communications Specialist  
Jessica Potteiger (left) and Communica-
tions Specialist Cindy HamerContinued on Page 5Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 4

the sounds     ofSpring!
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City of Goose Creek Recreation Pro-
gram Coordinator Kara McKeown was 
recently recognized as a Certified Park 
and Recreation Professional (CPRP) by 
the National Certification Board and the 
National Recreation and Park Associa-
tion.  
McKeown earned the certification by 

meeting several eligibility requirements 
– including a combination of higher 
education and work experience – and 
completing the national CPRP examina-
tion.  
As a CPRP, McKeown meets high 

standards of education, expertise and 
experience established in the field for 
park and recreation professionals. Many 
agencies recommend or require CPRP 
certification when hiring.
Goose Creek Recreation Supervisor 

Cheryl Heiselman said McKeown’s 
recognition is well deserved. “Kara’s 

commitment to her job, to this depart-
ment, and to the Goose Creek commu-
nity is unmatched, and this certification 
reflects that,” Heiselman said. “We are 
very proud of her.” 
McKeown joined the Goose Creek 

Recreation Department as a Recreation 
Specialist in March 2015, after three 
years at the City of Charleston Recre-
ation Department. She was promoted 
to the Program Coordinator position in 
January 2016. 
McKeown is a graduate of the State 

University of New York at Cortland 
where she obtained her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Recreation Management. 
As program coordinator, McKeown is 

responsible for overseeing the city’s 
special events, including the Barbecue 
Festival, Fabulous Fourth in the Creek, 
concert series, and holiday events, as 
well as various programs held at the 

Recreation coordinator earns certification

Goose Creek Community Center. 
Goose Creek Recreation is committed 

to providing programs, services, and 
facilities that promote a healthy life-
style and foster meaningful community 
connections. Visit www.goosecreekrec-
reation.com for more information.

Kara McKeown

On the move! The Goose Creek Fire Department began moving into its new head-
quarters station on Button Hall Avenue in March. The 32,000 square-
foot facility is one of the finest in the Southeast. An open house for 
residents will be announced soon.
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The Goose Creek Police Department 
invites the entire community to its next 
city-wide crime prevention meeting. The 
session will take place at 6:30 p.m. on 
June 13, at the GCPD Training Room at 
the Municipal Center.

Topics include crime trends and statis-
tics within the city, initiatives that affect 
residents, and more. To sign up, or for 
more information on the meeting, con-
tact Crime Prevention Specialist Kevin 
Scott at kscott@cityofgoosecreek.com or 
(843) 863-5200 ext. 2317. 

The Goose Creek Police Department 
hosts periodic women’s self-defense 
classes. The free classes are geared 
toward women without prior self-de-
fense training. 
Classes are taught in the GCPD train-
ing room by a certified instructor, and 

involve hands-on instruction.  
Minimum age is 15. Classes are held 
quarterly; the next class is May 8, 
2017 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
For more information call Crime 
Prevention Specialist Kevin Scott at 
(843) 863-5200, Ext. 2317. 

Self-defense class returns in May

The Citizen Police Academy is de-
signed to give citizens a behind the 
scenes look at the Police Department.
To sign up for the next session, or for 

more information, call Crime Preven-
tion Specialist Kevin Scott at (843) 
863-5200, Ext. 2317. 
The courses are scheduled based on 

demand, and are open to residents 
ages 21 and up. Classes will be lim-
ited to 25 participants. 
A background check will be conduct-

ed on all applicants.

City of Goose Creek residents are 
invited to visit the Goose Creek Police 
Department or complete an online 
application to request that the GCPD 
watch their house while they are out 
of town. Police officers will make 
physical checks of the property on a 
regular, but random, basis while resi-
dents are absent.           
Officers will check doors and win-

dows for evidence of break-ins, 
vandalism, or trespassing. Addition-
ally, after the resident returns home, 
they will receive a letter from Chief 
Becker informing them of the number 
of times the house was checked.  

GCPD News
Crime meeting

House Watch

Police Academy

We want to hear from you!
A form on the Police page of the city’s website (www.cityofgoosecreek.
com) allows residents to give the GCPD feedback and ask questions. 

Body cams 
put in use
Goose Creek Police 
Department patrol, 
traffic and school 
resource officers are 
now equipped with 
body-worn cameras. 
The new cameras 
became part of the 
GCPD uniform earlier 
this year.



The Goose Creek Fire Department made a resolution for 
2017: Smoke detectors in every home. 
Thanks to a recent grant, that resolution will come closer to 

reality.
Last year, the GCFD applied for ServiceMaster of Charleston’s 

Smoke Detector Grant Program. Goose Creek was among 
several area fire departments awarded the grant, which came 
in the form of 150 smoke detectors.
The GCFD received the grant based on its commitment to 

fire safety and prevention-related activities, as well as its 
smoke detector program. That program – called “After the 
Fire” – was created by GCFD Captain Todd Pruitt.
According to Pruitt, “After the Fire” does just what its name 

implies. After each residential fire within city limits, Goose 
Creek firefighters will go door-to-door to surrounding homes. 
“Within a week, we will canvas a one-block area of that 
neighborhood,” Pruitt said.
The GCFD will talk to homeowners about the importance 

of fire safety. Pruitt created a home safety survey, which 
includes a wide array of safety-related questions. To those 
residences without the proper number of smoke detectors 
– or in some cases no detectors at all – firefighters will offer 
to install as many of the free devices as needed.
Pruitt expects the program to be well received, and said that 

interacting with homeowners will also benefit the depart-
ment. “It puts us more in touch with the community,” he said. 
ServiceMaster has requirements for the grant to be renewed, 

w w w . c i t y o f g o o s e c r e e k . c o m
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that slight rise during the frontier era, 
and inexplicably named it “Button Hall,” 
a moniker that tagged the locale for 
two centuries.  After Native-Americans 
ambushed and killed Militia Captain 
Thomas Barker, his despondent widow 
married William Dry. They built an 
impressive, two-story brick home and 
developed Button Hall into a showcase 
plantation featuring the most efficient 
rice thrashing machines of the day. 
A subsequent owner, John McKenzie, 

used Button Hall as an elaborate retreat 
where he kept an extensive library and 
conducted agricultural experiments. 
He surrounded his elegantly furnished 
manor house with ornamental gar-
dens, and an impeccable lawn reaching 
through fruit orchards to a large bath 
house. Later, Royal Governor William 
Bull resided there until the rising tide of 

American patriotism forced his depar-
ture, and William Laughton Smith used 
the rural manor for diversion and relax-
ation when he was not abroad serving 
as Charge de Affaires to the Court of 
Portugal for President John Adams. 
The Button Hall Manor shone as an 

important meeting place for influential 
leaders during the ante bellum decades 
until subsequent owners partitioned 
the noble estate. After the Northeastern 
Railroad severed the planting grounds 
in 1855, a community of farm families 
assembled above the defunct rice fields. 
Soon after the 20th century dawned, the 
new South Carolina Highway 52 paral-
leled the railroad tracks and brought the 
place into the modern era at the center 
of a tiny South Carolina municipality.
Today, much of the old plantation high 

ground comprises the ascending “Down 

Town,” and the obsolete rice fields are 
converting to tranquil meeting places 
attracting residents to the commercial 
center, where the new fire station stands 
boldly upon the footprint of the ancient 
Button Hall Manor. 
Steve Chapman, the long serving Fire 

Chief for the City of Goose Creek, asserts 
that the new Headquarters Station will 
not only save lives and protect material 
assets throughout the rapidly expanding 
community, but will “reduce insurance 
costs on homes and businesses, and 
encourage residential and commercial 
investments in our emerging market 
places...” 
Additionally, the towering edifice will 

stand as a sense of place and source of 
pride for all Goose Creekers as it archi-
tecturally imprints a bold structural 
ambiance for future generations. 

Message from the Mayor Continued from page 1

Goose Creek Fire Captain Todd Pruitt holds several of the 
smoke detectors the fire department recently received through 
a grant.

Does your home need a smoke detector?

and Pruitt said that Goose Creek plans to re-apply every year. 
“I’m hoping this will be an annual event,” he said. “If we can 
save just one life, it will be worth it.”
If your Goose Creek residence needs a smoke detector, or for 

more information about the subject of fire safety, call the fire 
department at (843) 553-8350.
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meet these criteria, resi-
dents can sign up for the 
program, which is free.
Chief Harvey Becker’s 

police force takes it from 
there.
Every day, the GCPD’s 

Communications Center 
calls the resident’s home to 
check on them, and make 
sure all is well. The service 
gives residents – and in 
many cases, their fam-
ily members – a sense of 
security.
If a call goes unanswered, 

the GCPD’s next available 
officer will check on the 
resident in person.   
The program’s potential 

was realized earlier this 
month. “A recent incident 
proved that this program 
did what it is designed 
to do,” Chief Becker said. 
“When a person on the call 
list could not get to the 
telephone a police officer 
was dispatched to the 
home.  
“The officer found the 

person incapacitated, and 
summoned medical as-
sistance.  The person was 
transported to a local hos-
pital and is okay today.”
Chief Becker stressed that 

the program comes at no 
cost to residents. “This is 
a complimentary service 
we provide to our citizens 
who wish to participate,” 
he said.
To sign up for the Citizen 

Check-In Program or for 
more information, call the 
Goose Creek Police Depart-
ment at (843) 863-5200.

Saving Lives
Continued from page 1

Above, live entertainment 
at this year’s festival will 
be provided by “Bootless.” 
At left, games and lots of 
fun activities will abound 
at the  festival, held behind 
the Goose Creek Municipal 
Center.  Admission is free for 
the April 22 event.

Goose Creek BBQ Fest set for April 22
Continued from page 1

event that includes games, activities, food 
vendors -- and plenty of great tasting bar-
becue. The popular Backyard BBQ Cook-off 
begins at 3 p.m., and awards will be given, 
including a People’s Choice honor chosen by 
attendees.
The band “Bootless” is the featured enter-

tainment. Attendees are encouraged to bring 

a blanket or chair. No outside coolers or pets 
are allowed.
The 2017 festival is sponsored by Goose 

Creek Heating and Air, Palmetto Kids Den-
tistry and Orthodontics, and Comet Creek 
Apartments. 
For more information, call Goose Creek 

Recreation at (843) 569-4242.
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300 Hamlet Circle, Goose Creek
(843) 764-4618

Coupon must be presented at time of  purchase. 
Valid July 1 - Aug. 31, 2017

$26 for 18 holes, Mon. to Fri. after 12 p.m.
Coupon must be presented (no copies). 

Limit 1 person per coupon. 
Tee time required.

Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts or specials.

Valid July 1, 2017 through August 31, 2017

Summer Weekday Special

More residents 
choosing paperless
Goose Creek offers water customers paperless water 

billing and an automatic debit option. Each month, an 
email will be sent from waterbill@cityofgoosecreek.
com with “City of Goose Creek Utility Bill” as the sub-
ject.  
Complete the form found under “Online Payments” at  

www.cityofgoosecreek.com and submit it via email. 
As long as the authorization is received no later than 

the 15th of the month before your billing date, the next 
bill will be emailed.
Enrolling in a monthly automatic credit/debit card 

payment option is another easy way for residents to 
pay their bill. Residents may select the payment autho-
rization to process on the 5th or 15th of each month. 
Residents will continue to receive a monthly water bill 

with the amount that will be debited from a credit/deb-
it card and it will indicate “paid by draft.”  
If you would like to take advantage of this free pro-

gram, visit www.cityofgoosecreek.com, print and 
complete the credit/debit card authorization form and 
return to Goose Creek City Hall – Water Billing Office. 
For more information call (843) 797-6220.

Are you looking for a job?
The City of Goose Creek posts updated, detailed 

job listings across all City departments online at  
www.cityofgoosecreek.com.
Human Resources Director Joellyn Robbins 

encourages residents to sign up for the City’s Job 
Alert online. “Our jobs are posted as they come 
open,” she said. “If you sign up for the Job Alert, 
you will receive an email when a job comes 
open. The city has a generous benefits package 
and competitive salaries.”
To sign up for job notifications, click the Notify 

Me box on the front page of the City website, 
www.cityofgoosecreek.com. From there, users 
can choose to be notified about job openings, as 
well as other categories.

Alert keeps city 
job seekers informed

Do you know ...

Kara Browder

Matt Brady

The City of Goose Creek has a 
new Planning and Zoning Direc-
tor, as Kara Browder joined the 
city’s senior staff earlier this 
year. Browder brings a wealth 
of experience to the role, which 
plays a crucial part in keeping 
Goose Creek’s storefronts and 
residences looking good. 
The City’s first Economic De-

velopment Director, Matt Brady, 
began in March. He will be tasked 
with growing Goose Creek’s 
economic landscape and helping 
businesses thrive here. 
Read more about Kara and Matt 

at www.cityofgoosecreek.com. 
Better yet, drop by City Hall to 
say hello in person! 
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The City of Goose Creek is on Facebook! 
“Like” our Facebook page, City of Goose Creek Municipal 
Government, to receive the latest updates and information.
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The City of Goose Creek Department 
of Public Works has released its trash 
pick-up schedule for all 2017 holidays.

For the remaining holidays of 2017, 
the following schedule is in place:

Memorial Day: If your collection day is 
Monday, May 29, your garbage will be 
collected on Tuesday, May 30

Independence Day: If your collection 
day is Tuesday, July 4, your garbage will 
be collected on Wednesday, July 5

Labor Day: If your collection day is 
Monday, Sept. 4, your garbage will be 
collected on Tuesday, Sept. 5

Thanksgiving: If your collection day is 
Thursday, Nov. 23, your garbage will be 
collected on Tuesday, Nov. 21

Day After Thanksgiving: If your collec-
tion day is Friday, Nov. 24, your garbage 
will be collected on Wednesday, Nov. 22

Christmas Eve: If your collection day is 
Monday, Dec. 25, your garbage will be 

collected on Wednesday, Dec. 27
Christmas: If your collection day is 

Tuesday, Dec. 26, your garbage will be 
collected on Thursday, Dec. 28

For the remainder of each holiday 
week, regular pick-up days remain the 
same. 

If you have bulk items for pick-up 
(refrigerators, etc.) please notify the 
Sanitation Division by calling (843) 
824-2200.

Holiday trash pick-up schedule announced for 2017

Goose Creek Mayor 
Michael Heitzler 
officially proclaimed 
February 2017 as 
Black History Month 
in the City of Goose 
Creek. The proc-
lamation signing 
ceremony took place 
on Friday, Feb. 3, at 
City Hall.

A second proclama-
tion was also signed, 
as Mayor Heitzler 
announced Feb. 7, 
2017 as National 
Black HIV/AIDS 
Awareness Day in 
the city. 

Calica Parson of 
Lowcountry AIDS 
Services took part in 
the event.

In addition to Par-
son, Mayor Heitzler 
and Mayor Pro Tem 
Mark Phillips were 
joined by members 
of the Goose Creek 
NAACP.

Pictured with Mayor Heitzler and Mayor Pro Tem Phillips are Goose Creek NAACP Members (l-r) 
Van Williams (Executive Committee), Thomas Lanier (Branch Chaplain), Russ Singletary  (Executive         
Committee), Christine Walker (Health Committee Chairperson), Veronica Dukes (President), Brenda 
Bines-Watson (First Vice President), Herbert Bodison (Executive Committee), and Levon Holbert; Calica 
Parson of Lowcountry AIDS Services; and longtime NAACP member John Matthews.

City honors Black History with proclamation
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Upcoming Goose Creek City Council Meetings
May 9       June 13  July 11  Aug. 8   Sept. 12   Oct. 10  Nov. 14     Dec. 12

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. at Goose Creek City Hall

PO Drawer 1768
Goose Creek, SC  29445-1768

Full House
Every seat was filled for February’s Goose Creek City Council meeting. All council meetings are open to the public, and        
include time for public comment. Council meets at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of every month at City Hall.


