ORDINANCE NO.: ___2023-004

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE IX: GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 290. ANIMALS
AND FOWL, BY REPEALING SECTION 90.09 SEIZURE OF ANIMALS AT-LARGE;
DISPOSITION, AND ADOPTING IN LIEU THEREOF A NEW SECTION 90.09 SEIZURE OF
ANIMALS AT-LARGE; DISPOSITION, FOR THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
GOOSE CREEK, A SOUTH CAROLINA MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Goose Creek, South Carolina, IN
CONSIDERATION OF THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF THE Citizens of the City of Goose
Creek, find it necessary and prudent to amend the Code of Ordinances of the City of Goose
Creek, by repealing the existing Section 90.09 Seizure of Animals At-Large; Disposition., Chapter
90. Animals and Fowl of the Code, and adopting the following:

§ 90.09 SEIZURE OF ANIMALS AT-LARGE; DISPOSITION.

(A)  Any domestic animal running-at-large may be taken up by the Animal Control Officers,
or any of the persons empowered to enforce this chapter and transported to
the animal control shelter and there confined in a humane manner until redeemed or
disposed of as hereinafter provided.

(B} It shall be the duty of the animal shelter to keep accurate and detailed records of
seizures and disposition of all animals coming into its custody. Such records will be
kept according to the ordinances of Berkeley County.

(C) Immediately after impounding any domestic animal, the Animal Control Officer shall
make a reasonable effort to notify the owner of its impoundment and to inform the
owner of the conditions whereby the owner can regain custody of the animal.

(D) Pets or animals not redeemed by their owners within 14 days after notification, or
before the expiration of five days in the event of a non-owner identified animal, shall
become the property of the Berkeley County Animal Shelter, and may be placed for
adoption or euthanized at the discretion of animal shelter personnel. However,
animal shelter personnel shall not euthanize any positively identifiable dog, as
established by S.C. Code 1976, § 47-3-510 et seq., as amended, until compliance
with § 47-3-540 has been achieved. For the purposes of this subsection {f), it shall
be deemed that the owner is notified when the animal control officer and/or the
animal shelter personnei sends written notice, postage prepaid, to the best-known
address of the owner, whether or not the owner actually receives the notice, or
when the animal control officer and/or the animal shelter personnel makes
telephone contact with the owner. Such notification shall at a minimum identify the
animal and shall advise the owner that he or she has 14 days from the date of
notification to pay all redemption fees and redeem the animal or the animal shall
become the property of the Berkeley County Animal Shelter.

(E)  Anyanimal determined to be abandoned by the Animal Control Officer shall be
impounded by the animal shelter.

(F)  Free -roaming cats shall be allowed in the City of Goose Creek as long as all of the
following requirements are met:

1. The cat must be spayed or neutered; and

2. The cat must be microchipped; and

3. The cat must be vaccinated for rabies, feline viral rhinotracheitis, calicivirus, and
panleukopenia; and

4. The cat must be ear tipped; or

The cat must be scheduled to be sterilized, microchipped, vaccinated and ear

tipped.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED and ordered by the Mayor and City Council of the City
of Goose Creek, South Carolina, that the Code of Ordinances of the City of Goose Creek, South
Carolina, is hereby amended by repealing the existing Section 90.09 Seizure of Animals At-Large!
Disposition., Chapter 90. Animals and Fowl of the Code, and adding section, 90.09, as fully set out
herein.

All ordinances and provisions in conflict herewith are repealed, and if any sentence, clause,
phrase, or word contained herein shall be held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the validity of
the remainder of this ordinance.

lINTRODUCED the 13% day of December, 2022.
DONE the Jg%ay ofT&nd&.ﬁ‘Y 2023.

Mayor Gregory S. Habib

Atte@gaw
Kelly J. Lovet C, City Clerk

Mayor Pro Tem Debra Green-Fletcher Councilmember Jerry Tekac

Councilmemfder Gayla S.L. McSwain

jﬁéuncilmembe&#annah J. Cox Councilmember Melissa Enos
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