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Mayor’s Report: Stubborn City Councils serve a purpose
Since the City of Goose Creek 

incorporated in 1961 we have 
been blessed with stubborn 
City Councils. 
City Councilmembers persis-

tently refuse to raise property 
taxes. In fact, council has 
raised property taxes only 
three times in the last 40 
years and by only 12 percent 
since the city incorporated 56 
years ago. 
By comparison, if the mar-

ketplace stayed in line with 

our stubborn City Councils, 
a gallon of gas would cost 
merely 30 cents today and 
a gallon of milk would have 
risen to merely $1.18. 

Mayor 
Michael 
Heitzler

I appreciate our stubborn 
City Councils because of their 
stalwart stance on property 
taxes, but looming challenges 
defy their bold stance. Our 
State government has under-
funded and mismanaged the 
State retirement system for 
decades and now orders the 
towns and cities, including 
the City of Goose Creek, to pay 
for the mistakes made at the 
State level. 
The State of South Carolina 

has ordered the City of Goose 
Creek to pay an extra one-half 
million dollars to help bail out 
the failing State retirement 
system. Our State Govern-
ment does not have the 
political courage to raise the 
money statewide, but sim-
ply orders Cities and Towns 
to raise our taxes and send 
it in. This is wrong, but our 
stubborn City Council has no 
choice except to let the truth 
be known!

2017
Fall Festival

You’re invited!

Outdoor
Movie Night

You’re invited!

Bring the family to a 
movie under the stars! 

The Secret Life of Pets will 
be shown on the big screen 
on Saturday, Sept. 23 be-
hind the Municipal Center. 
Attendees are welcome 
to bring their own furry 
friends on a leash to enjoy 
the show.  Pet-friendly 
businesses and local food 
vendors will be on site.

There is no charge for ad-
mission and parking. The 
fun starts at 6:30 p.m. and 
the movie at 7:30.

The 2017 edition of the 
Goose Creek Fall Festival 
promises to be the best yet!

The family-friendly event 
will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 
7 at the Municipal Center.. 
Admission is free. The day 
includes live music, arts 
and crafts, vendors, great 
food, games and more.  

The goal of the festival is 
raise awareness and dona-
tions for Helping Hands of 
Goose Creek, our local food 
bank. 

A new home for the GCFD
The Goose Creek Fire Department’s impressive new 

32,000-square-foot Headquarters Station on Button Hall 
Avenue is open for business! A steady flow of city residents 
took part in an open house at the facility in August. At a 
dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony, Fire Chief Steve 
Chapman said the station will serve the city and its resi-
dents for decades. 

City Councilmembers 
joined Chief Chapman for 
a ribbon-cutting at the 
August dedication of the 
new fire station.
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Price is right for APWA honor
Congratulations are in order for City 

of Goose Creek Department of Public 
Works Director Steve Price.

Steve was named the 2017 Outstand-
ing Public Works Manager of the Year 
by the South Carolina American Public 
Works Association. 

The APWA’s South Carolina chapter 
held its annual conference in Charles-
ton in July.

Steve is responsible for all aspects of 
the city’s public works services. This 
includes managing the city’s Water, 
Sanitation, Maintenance, and Garage 
Divisions; Property Maintenance 
Code Enforcement; and Public Works 
Engineering/Geographic Information 
Systems.

Steve joined the City of Goose Creek 
team in 1999. Steve Price (center) accepts his award.

The City of Goose Creek has climbed 
to 8th in South Carolina in total popu-
lation.That’s according to the latest 
data from the US Census Bureau, which 
released its 2016 population estimate 
earlier this year.

The city’s estimated population is 
42,039 – a nearly 17 percent increase 
since 2010. Goose Creek is now ranked 
between Summerville in seventh 
(49,323) and Sumter in ninth (40,723).

The top 10 most populous South Caro-
lina cities are: Charleston (134,385), 
Columbia (134,309), North Charleston 
(109,298), Mt. Pleasant (84,170), Rock 
Hill (72,937), Greenville (67,453), 
Summerville, Goose Creek, Sumter and 
Hilton Head (40,500).

Out of the top 10 cities, Goose Creek’s 
population has grown faster since 2010 
than every city except Mt. Pleasant. The 
city’s last seven annual population es-
timates are: 36,685 in 2010; 37,864 in 
2011; 39,075 in 2012; 39,976 in 2013; 
40,692 in 2014; 40,945 in 2015; and 
42,039 in 2016.

#8!
City climbs in S.C. Census

Thank you, Ron Faretra

Rep. Joe Daning (right) presents Goose Creek Finance Director Ron Fare-
tra with a S.C. Statehouse Proclamation at the July City Council meeting.

Longtime City of Goose Creek Finance Director Ron Faretra retired 
at the end of July, but not before he was honored by Rep. Joe Daning 
at the July City Council meeting with a S.C. House of Representatives 
Proclamation thanking him for his service. 
On behalf of City Council, Mayor Heitzler also presented Ron with a 

City Proclamation commending him for an excellent tenure as finance 
director.
Ron joined the City of Goose Creek in 1998 after a distinguished ca-

reer in the U.S. Air Force.



Are you going to be out of town 
soon? Let the Goose Creek Police 
Department lend a helping hand 
while you’re away.

City of Goose Creek residents are 
invited to visit the Goose Creek 
Police Department or complete 
an online application to request 
that the GCPD watch their house 
while they are out of town. Police 
officers will make physical checks 

of the property on a regular, but 
random, basis while residents are 
absent.           

Officers will check doors and 
windows for evidence of break-
ins, vandalism or trespassing. 
Additionally, after the resident 
returns home, they will receive a 
letter from Chief Becker informing 
them of the number of times the 
house was checked.  

Popular ‘House Watch’ 
program brings peace of mind
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The Goose Creek Police Department 
invites the entire community to its next 
city-wide crime prevention meeting. 
The session will take place at 6:30 p.m. 
on Dec. 12 at the GCPD.

Topics include crime trends and statis-
tics within the city, initiatives that affect 
residents, and more. To sign up, contact 
Crime Prevention Specialist Kevin Scott 
at kscott@cityofgoosecreek.com or 
(843) 863-5200 ext. 2317. 

The GCPD’s Citizen Police Academy 
begins Sept 19, and will meet each 
Tuesday through Nov. 7, from 6 to 
8 p.m.  The eight-week course is 
designed to give citizens a “behind 
the scenes” look at the Police Depart-
ment. The class is not designed to 
teach citizens how to be police of-
ficers, but rather to help them gain a 
deeper understanding and apprecia-
tion of the field of law enforcement. 

For more information call (843) 
863-5200 or email kscott@cityof-
goosecreek.com 

Crime meeting

Women’s Self Defense

Police Academy

Goose Creek Police Chief Harvey Becker addresses a farewell gathering for 
GCPD Lt. Byron Upchurch, who retired in June.

The City of Goose Creek and the 
extended Goose Creek Police Depart-
ment family bid a fond farewell to 
Lt. Byron Upchurch in June, as Lt. 
Upchurch retired after nearly three 
decades with the city.

Lt. Upchurch was a familiar and 
trusted face in the community to a 
generation of residents. He was the 
city’s first Traffic Unit Sergeant, and 
served in that unit from 1991 to 2006.
His career included service in the 
U.S. Navy from 1978 to 1986, and 
four years with the Berkeley County 

Sheriff’s Office from 1986 to 1990. He 
joined the GCPD in 1990.

Goose Creek Police Chief Harvey 
Becker called Lt. Upchurch a crucial 
component of the city’s police depart-
ment over the past 27 years. “We’re 
going to miss you,” Chief Becker said. 

“You touched many lives, both in 
the community and in this building,” 
GCPD Major John Grainger said.

In a biography, the GCPD commend-
ed Lt. Upchurch for his “many years of 
service and ... genuine desire to serve 
the citizens of Goose Creek.”

Lt. Upchurch retires after 27 years

The GCPD’s next Women’s Self De-
fense class is at 6 p.m. on Sept. 28 in 
the Police Training Room.  

A second class will take place on Dec. 
7 at the same time and place. 
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Dec. 15, 2016New water tower 
rises in Goose Creek!

In 2017, Goose Creek residents have watched the                     
construction of the city’s newest water tower. The tower, 
located on Thurgood Road behind the Berkeley Senior 
Center, hosts a 1.5 million-gallon tank that will double 

Goose Creek’s water storage capacity.

Dec. 2, 2016Nov. 17, 2016Aug. 1, 2017July 31, 2017

Jan. 5, 2017Jan. 18, 2017Feb. 2, 2017Feb. 10, 2017Feb. 16, 2017

April 28, 2017

July 19, 2017

Mayor’s history lectures set for October and November
Attention history buffs! 
Each fall, Mayor Heitzler holds a series of Goose Creek history 

lectures. The popular, free events are held at 6 p.m. on Thursdays in 
October and November, with the exception of Thanksgiving.

The rich history of Goose Creek is brought to life in the series.
Mayor Heitzler, who has authored five history books and 14 histori-

cal booklets and articles, brings a lifetime of research to his role as 
Goose Creek’s resident historian. His presentations are filled with sto-
ries of the men and women who, across the centuries, helped shape a 
city and region. 
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Keep up with your city on Twitter!
Ever wonder what all the fuss is about Twitter? 
From President Trump to several of your local city councilmem-

bers in Goose Creek – and millions of Americans in between – the 
online information source has emerged as a fun way to keep up 
with the news.
The City of Goose Creek started its own Twitter account earlier 

this year. Every day, the city’s account provides useful information 
on all aspects of city government. That includes Recreation sports 
updates, reminders about City Council meetings, Police and Fire 
updates, and more. Like Facebook, Twitter users can post photos 
and videos.
To use Twitter, you just need a computer that can access the In-

ternet.  Go to Twitter.com to open your own account at no charge. 
Once there, you can follow as many city governments, politicians, 
sports teams, or friends and neighbors that you like. Your Twitter 
feed is filled by those people that you choose to follow. 
Most importantly, don’t forget to follow @GooseCreekSC – the City 

of Goose Creek’s Twitter handle. 
You don’t have to “Tweet” to have an account ... although, as the 

President can attest, once you start, you may not want to stop.

Following the City of Goose Creek’s Twitter page is a 
fun way to keep up with all that’s going on in Goose 
Creek. The city also has an informative Facebook 
page, and the city’s website, www.CityofGooseCreek.
com, includes information about all aspects of your 
government.

A Fond Farewell
The Goose Creek Fire Department said goodbye to Firefighter/EMT Jim 
Morrell, who retired in August after 25 years with the GCFD. Fire Chief 
Steve Chapman and the GCFD thanked Jim for his many years of depend-
able and outstanding work. 

www.CrowfieldGolf.com
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300 Hamlet Circle, Goose Creek
(843) 764-4618

Coupon must be presented at time of  purchase. 
Valid through Dec. 31 2017

Golf CouponDo you use 
paperless billing?
Goose Creek offers water customers paperless water 

billing and an automatic debit option. Each month, an 
email will be sent from waterbill@cityofgoosecreek.
com with “City of Goose Creek Utility Bill” as the sub-
ject.  
Complete the form found under “Online Payments” at  

www.cityofgoosecreek.com and submit it via email. 
As long as the authorization is received no later than 

the 15th of the month before your billing date, the next 
bill will be emailed.
Enrolling in a monthly automatic credit/debit card 

payment option is another easy way for residents to 
pay their bill. Residents may select the payment autho-
rization to process on the 5th or 15th of each month. 
Residents will continue to receive a monthly water bill 

with the amount that will be debited from a credit/deb-
it card and it will indicate “paid by draft.”  
If you would like to take advantage of this free pro-

gram, visit www.cityofgoosecreek.com, print and 
complete the credit/debit card authorization form and 
return to Goose Creek City Hall – Water Billing Office. 
For more information call (843) 797-6220.

Are you looking for a job?
The City of Goose Creek posts updated, detailed 

job listings across all City departments online at  
www.cityofgoosecreek.com.
Human Resources Director Joellyn Robbins 

encourages residents to sign up for the City’s Job 
Alert online. “Our jobs are posted as they come 
open,” she said. “If you sign up for the Job Alert, 
you will receive an email when a job comes 
open. The city has a generous benefits package 
and competitive salaries.”
To sign up for job notifications, click the Notify 

Me box on the front page of the City website, 
www.cityofgoosecreek.com. From there, users 
can choose to be notified about job openings, as 
well as other categories.

Join the team! City 
jobs updated online

Do you know ...

Tyler Howanyk

Tyler Howanyk became the City of Goose 
Creek’s Finance Director on Aug. 1, after 
serving for six months as Assistant Fi-
nance Director. Tyler replaced Ron Faretra, 
who retired in July after 19 years with the 
city. Do you have questions about Goose 
Creek’s finances or budget? Reach Tyler at 
(843) 797-6220, ext. 1109, or email him at 
THowanyk@CityofGooseCreek.com.

$30 for 18 holes, Sat. or Sun. after 12 p.m.
Coupon must be presented (no copies). 

Coupon can be used for 1-4 players. 
Tee time required.

Cannot be combined with any 
other discounts or specials.
Valid through Dec. 31, 2017

Daniel Moore became the City of Goose 
Creek’s new Assistant City Administrator 
in May. In his position, he assists with the 
municipality’s day-to-day operations. Dan-
iel came from the City of North Augusta, 
where he served as Public Services Admin-
istrative Coordinator. Do you have ques-
tions for Daniel? Reach him at (843) 797-
6220, ext. 1112, or email him at DMoore@
CityofGooseCreek.com.Daniel Moore
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This summer saw the City of Goose Creek 
mourn the loss of a public servant who 
touched many lives.
John McCants, whose quiet, steady lead-

ership played an integral role on Goose 
Creek City Council for 24 years, died on 
Friday, June 9. He was 83 years old.
Mr. McCants’ 1992 election to City Coun-

cil began a quarter-century of service that 
helped guide the city through a period of 
unprecedented growth. He gave up his 
seat in 2016 after completing a sixth full 
term.
“John McCants was my friend and col-

league for almost 30 years,” Goose Creek 
Mayor Michael Heitzler said. “He was a 
family man first, and a forthright citizen 
next. He will be missed by every neigh-
borhood and communal organization for 
his kind and gentle approach to life and 
service.”
A retired U.S. Army Sergeant, Mr. Mc-

Cants moved to Goose Creek in 1973, and 
was a resident of the Foxborough subdi-
vision. After working as a grant writer 
for Charleston County, his post-military 
career included time as building inspector 
for the City of Goose Creek. 

McCants’ lifetime of public service honored

John McCants

Upcoming Goose Creek City Council Meetings
Oct. 10   Nov. 14   Dec. 12    Jan. 9, 2018    Feb. 13   March 13   April 10   May 8   June 12

Meetings begin at 7 p.m. at Goose Creek City Hall. All City Council meetings are open to the public.

Amiyah Haynes and Chloe Carr, both 
8 years old, have had a busy summer.
Both girls are enrolled in City of 

Goose Creek Gymnastics, and both 
scored in the top 100 in the nation in 
recent competition.
Amiyah and Chloe participate in 

USA Gymnastics’ Talent Opportunity 
Program (TOPs), which identifies the 
nation’s best young gymnasts. 
This summer, Amiyah and Chloe 

attended two statewide testing sites. 
In order to advance to the National 
Qualifier, they each had to score high 
enough to place in the top 100 na-
tionally in their age group – and did 
just that.
Both placed in the top 100, and will 

attend the TOPs National Qualifier to 
be held in Hunstville, TX, in October 
at the U.S. Olympic/USA Gymnastics 
National Team Training Center.  A 
Top 50 finish there would earn a trip 
back to the National Training Center 

Young Goose Creek gymnasts make national waves

Amiyah 
Haynes and 
Chloe Carr are 
enrolled in City 
of Goose Creek 
Gymnastics.

direction of the National Pre-Elite 
Committee, with assistance from 
the National Coaching Staff and the 
National Team Coordinator with USA 
Gymnastics.  To learn more about 
the City of Goose Creek Gymnastics 
program, call Coach Croston at (843) 
572-1321 ext. 1.

for camps and clinic opportunities 
throughout the 2017-2018 competi-
tion season.
“This is a huge accomplishment and 

will be a great experience for them,” 
City of Goose Creek Gymnastics 
Coach Stacey Croston said.
The TOPs program is under the 
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PO Drawer 1768
Goose Creek, SC  29445-1768

Festival Fun
Great food is one of the many reasons to come to the 2017 Goose Creek Fall Festival! The annual event takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 7 at the Municipal Center. The festival also includes games, 
entertainment, and the first “Goose in the Creek” art competition, which is open to all residents. For more 
details visit www. goosecreekrecreation.com.


